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Riley Leroy Pitts, Post GR07

  




Worms-Manheim, Germany

Minutes from the Monthly General Membership Meeting (4 Apr 06) 
Opening Ceremonies:  Past Commander Martens opened the meeting at 1910 hrs.  CDR Junkin was sick. 
 Roll Call of Officers:   There were 6 officers, 1 member and 2 guests (Kevin Clay and Jason Doty/SAL). There was no quorum Comrade Kohl, made a motion, seconded by Comrade Murray to continue with 2/3 of the officers present. Voted on and approved.
Commander
     Russell Junkin      __X__        First Vice Commander Don Jaffa                  __X__


Second Vice Cmdr   Darryl Paul            ____          Finance Officer            Billie Jean Ouellette  _ EXC_

Service Officer
     Vacant  
       ____         Chaplain
                   John Odom Sr
           __X__          


Sgt-At-Arms
     Travis Martens   ​   __EXC_    Historian
                   Matthew Baker           _____


Judge Advocate
     Leo Erskine           __EXC_    Exec. Committee          Gino Cantu
           __X___
Exec. Committee      Eddie Kane           ___X___   Exec. Committee          Arthur Beasley
           ______                           
Appointed Position:         Adjutant:          Rey Ginete   _X__
   
Standing Committees:


Americanism       -    Jeff Kirchofer
 ______           House & Entertainment - Eddie Kane    _____        

Auxiliary             -    John Odom  Jr.  __X__           Membership – Rey Ginete                     __X__

Boys Scouts         -    William Kohl     __X __         Public Relations –   Scott Meier             __X _
Children & Youth -  Gino Cantu   
   __X__          Quartermaster – Travis Martens              _EXC_
Graves Registration   Vacant              _____           Veterans Affairs/Rehab - Rey Ginete     __X__
 
SAL -                  -      Sean Harris       _____          Legion Riders – Scott Meier                   __X__

Reading of the Minutes for Previous Meeting:  Minutes were presented for the 07 Mar 06 meeting.  Motion made by Comrade Murray with Comrade Jaffa seconding to approve the minutes subject to corrections.  Approved.
Reading of the Finance Report:  The finance report for Mar 06 was distributed.  Motion by Comrade Murray with Comrade Jaffa seconding was made to approve the finance report subject to audit.   Approved.
Introduction of Prospective Members:  None.
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Americanism:  See Unfinished Business on Boys State and Oratorical updates.
Children & Youth:  Comrade Cantu is preparing to provide candies and goodies to the SAS and the Elem School. 
Membership:  Membership count is 68.  There are 7 new and renewal applications pending to be transmitted.
Service Officer:   Follow up on assistance to Mr. Garcia on his VA inquiries.  Provided the phone number to the Department VA officer, Comrade Marsh.  Ongoing.
Graves Registration: Comrade Gerdeman to contact Ms Daniels to acquire a strip map of the US graves in Worms.   
 Public Relations:  Comrade Meier has made changes to the AL Riders article for publication in the Herald Post. 
 House and Entertainment:  Comrade Eddie Kane continues to follow up on the possible new home location off post besides the John Best restaurant.       
  Auxiliary:   No report,. No meeting is scheduled.  An  Auxiliary DEC was held on 11 Mar 06 in Buedingen.
  Sons of the Legion (SAL):  The SAL strength is above 100%.  Next meeting is tentative and the date is TBD.
 Quartermaster:  No report. Comrade Martens is excused.
 Legion Riders:  Comrade Murray reported that March has been a busy month.  There were several trips made, i.e. Mainz, Odenwald, etc.. There is a membership drive being planned in May in HDG Shopping Center and this has been approved by USAREUR.  They are in contact with HDG Post GR03 to coordinate their efforts. There is a Motorcycle Safety Day in May (6th). The proposed trip to Bastogne is still being finalized. 
Scouting:  Comrade William Kohl reported that there is a 29 April 06 activity with a cookout at the Boy Scout Hut area that begins at 1000 hrs.  Also, the Eagle Scout nominations due 1 Apr 06 has been made to the Department. A Certificate of Appreciation was given by BS Troop 137 to the post for the support during the Scout Derby.  
  Balloting on Applications: There were 3 applications presented below:

1. Christopher Riley recruited by Comrade Murray.     2.  Kevin Clay recruited by Larry Ewerds     
3.  Raymond Makuch recruited by Comrade John Odom Sr.   

Comrade Jaffa made the motion to accept the applications in block, seconded by Comrade Kohl. Approved. 
Sick Call Relief and Employment:  It was reported that Mrs Botero, Comrade Ed Botero’s wife was in the hospital. Comrade Martens family continues to recover from their ailments. 
Initiation of Candidates:   Comrades Kim Doty and Kevin Clay were initiated into the post.
Unfinished Business: 
1.   Fund Raising.  Comrade Odom mentioned the fund raising opportunities during the Summer and Fall Community Fests. The post has no contract for the upcoming 15 – 22 Apr Albert Schweitzer Basketball tournament. 
2. Boys and Girls State.  There is a potential MHN High  School junior who may be going to the Boy State program.  No decision has been made by the Dept Auxiliary on sending anyone to the Girls State this year.  

3. After Action Report on 11 Mar DEC in Buedingen.  The department Constitution and by laws amendments were discussed.  Also, the issue on the AL Post in China was also in the agenda.  

4. Easter Planning.  

        a.  Easter Egg Hunting – Comrade Cantu is preparing to help conduct the Easter egg hunting activities in the Mannheim Elementary School

        b.  5th Sig Cmd Family Readiness Group Easter egg Hunt ( 8 Apr). Comrade Ginete has given the $50 donation to the HHC, 5th Sig Cmd. Members are invited to help that day.  Comrade Cantu said that we would be there.  

  5.  Kinderfest – Planning is ongoing.  Comrade Martens has reported earlier that the hot dog buns are being donated once again by the Coleman Dining facility.   Comrade Cantu will procure and have the rest of the items ready for the 22 Apr 06 event. 

 6.  Post Election Planning.  Ongoing nominations are being made.  We have members who had signed up as candidates for Commander. 1st Vice CDR, and Finance Officer.
7.  Mannheim High School Request for Graduation Prom Support.  Comrade Kohl, made a motion to allocate an amount NTE $100, seconded by Comrade Cantu to support this request. Motion was disapproved. 

Correspondence:  Presented as per the agenda. 
New Business:  

1. Mannheim Health Clinic Blood drive.   Members were encouraged to give blood.  This is one of the legions support programs. Comrade Meier stated that he had previously donated blood this year. 
2. AER Fundraising Campaign.  There is an emphasis to specially support the retirees this year.  Comrade Odom made a motion, seconded by Comrade Doty to support this effort. Approved. 

3. Furniture for Post home.  The post is coordinating getting excess office furniture from the 5th Sig Cmd.  

4. Comrade Daniels Memorial Wreath Fund – Comrade Kohl made a motion, seconded by Comrade Odom to start an Earl Daniels Memorial Wreath Fund. Purpose is to allocate funds for procuring wreaths for unexpected occasions besides those activities already known i.e. Memorial and Veterans Day.  Approved.
5. Child and Welfare Donation to National – Comrade Ewerds made a motion, seconded by Comrade Meier to donate $200 to National to support this program which is one of our post’s normally supported activities. Approved. 

6. Boy Scouts Charter Funds Donation.  Comrade Kohl made a motion to donate an amount NTE $100 to support and pay for the Boy Scout Charter fee. Withdrawn. 
7. Annual Budget.  Comrade Ginete presented a report of activities and programs where funds are used for the year. This gives an idea on how much the post has to raise to support these projects. And develop a budget.
Good of the Legion:  
Closing Ceremonies: Comrade Jaffa has bid his Goodbye. He will be departing on the 18th of Apr to Ft. Irwin, California. The next General Membership meeting is scheduled on 2 May 06. The Executive Committee Meeting is scheduled for the 18th of April 2006. 
Minutes prepared by:  Rey Ginete
                               Reviewed by:  Russell Junkin


                                       Adjutant, A/L GR07

                 Commander, A/L GR07

