THE AMERICAN LEGION

DEPARTMENT OF FRANCE

RILEY LEROY PITTS POST NO. GR07

Section 2. The Post is chartered through the Departmental Headquarters of the Department of France by the National Headquarters of The American Legion and as enacted by the Congress of the United States of America.

Section 3. The Post is established according to DODI 1000. 15, and as a Private Organization under AR 210-22 and the Commander, 293rd BSB, is the approving authority.

Section 2. The American Legion activities of this Post shall be conducted on a non-profit basis as a Veteran's organization, in support of The American Legion National programs: Americanism, Children and Youth, National Security, Legislative, Finance, Economic, House, Service, Graves Registration and Memorials, Sons of The American Legion, Auxiliary of The American Legion_ Uniformed Groups Membership and Post Activities Public Relations and Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation.

Section 1. The objects and purposes of this Post shall be to promote the principles and policies as set forth in the foregoing preamble, and the National and Department Constitutions of The American Legion.

ARTICLE II - OBJECTS

CONSTITUTION OF RILEY LEROY PITTS POST NO GR07 DEPARTMENT OF FRANCE

PREAMBLE

For God and Country, we associate ourselves together for the following purposes: To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States of America; to maintain law and order, to foster and perpetuate a one hundred percent Americanism; to preserve the memories and incidents of our associations in the Great Wars; to inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the community, state and nation; to combat the autocracy of both the classes and the masses; to make right the master of might; to promote peace and good will on earth; to safeguard and transmit to posterity the principles of justice, freedom and democracy; to consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by our devotion to mutual helpfulness.

ARTICLE I - NAME

Section 1. The name of this organization shall be Riley Leroy Pitts Post Number GR07, Worms/Mannheim, Germany, The American Legion, Department of France, hereinafter referred to as the Post.

ARTICLE III - NATURE

Section 1. The Post is a civilian organization and membership therein does not affect or increase liability for military or police service.

Section 2. The American Legion shall be absolutely nonpolitical and shall not be used for the dissemination of partisan principles nor for the promotion of the candidacy of any person seeking public office or preferment.

Section 3. Rank does not exist in The American Legion; no member shall be addressed by his or her military or naval title in any meeting of the Post.

Section 1. This organization is not an instrumentality of the United States Government, will be self-sustaining, and may not receive financial assistance from the U. S. Army or any non-appropriated funds. This organization will not in any way duplicate or compete with a non-appropriated fund instrumentality operation or appropriated fund Governmental function.

Section 2. Neither the Department of the Army or the United States Army, Europe (USAREUR) will assume any responsibility for this organization's debts.

Section 3. In accordance with host nation law, all members may be personally liable to creditors if the assets of the organization are insufficient to discharge all liabilities.

Section 4. This organization does not discriminate in membership on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, or mental or physical handicap.

ARTICLE V - MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. Post membership must consist of at least 51% Identification Card holders: identification card must be either for Active Component membership, Reserve Component membership, any military retiree status, or membership in the Civilian Component.

Section 2. Any person shall be eligible for membership in The American Legion who was a member of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard or Air Force of the United States and assigned to active duty at some time during any of the following periods: Apr 6, 1917 to Nov 11, 1918; Dec 7, 1941 to Dec 31, 1946; Jun 25, 1950 to Jan 31,1955; Dec 22, 1961 to May 7, 1975; Aug 24, 1982 to Jul 31, 1984; Dec 20, 1989 to Jan 31, 1990; and Aug 2, 1990 to the date of a Presidential Proclamation terminating this conflict, all dates being inclusive, or who, being a citizen of the United

States at the time of his or her entry therein, served on active duty in the armed forces of any of the governments associated with the United States during any said periods, provided, however, that such

ARTICLE IV - MANDATORY STATEMENTS

service shall have been terminated by honorable discharge or honorable separation, or continued honorably after any said periods; provided further, that no person shall be entitled to membership who, being in such service during any said periods, refused on conscientious, political or other wounds to subject him or herself to military discipline or unqualified service.

Section 3. Applications for membership shall be made in writing.  Members will be required to read the constitution and by-laws when they join the American Legion.                             
Section 4. All applications for membership shall be acted upon at the next regular meeting of the post following the making of such application, and shall at such meeting, be accepted, rejected, or referred for further investigation and consideration. If a majority of the members cast their vote against the acceptance of said application, then such an application shall be recorded as rejected.

Section 5. Any member of this post may be expelled for cause by a two-thirds vote of the Executive Committee after charges are preferred under oath in writing, and a fair trial upon the same.

Section 6. A member who has been expelled or suspended from this post for any cause may be reinstated to membership by a two-thirds vote of the membership present in post meeting, and the payment of current year dues for the year in which the reinstatement occurs.

Section 7. Percentage of non- U.S. Forces personnel shall not exceed 49% of total membership.

Section 8. There shall be no form or class of membership except an active membership, and dues shall be paid annually or for life.

Section 9. No person, who has been expelled by a post, shall be admitted to membership in -another post, without the consent of the expelling post, except that where such consent has been asked for and denied by such post, he or she may then appeal to the executive committee of the Department of the expelling post for permission to be admitted to membership in another post, and shall be ineligible for membership until such permission is granted.

ARTICLE VI - OFFICERS

Section 1. Either the Commander, or Vice-Commander, must be an ID card holder. The elected officers of the post shall be: Commander, First Vice Commander, Second Vice Commander Finance Officer, Historian, Chaplain, Service Officer, Sergeant-at-Arms and three Executive Committee members. The appointed officers of the post shall be; an Adjutant, a Judge Advocate, and such officers as may be prescribed in the By-Laws. The Finance Officer must be an ID card holder if the Post has an account with a military banking facility.

Section 2. The administrative affairs of the post of The American Legion shall, except as may be otherwise provided by the By-Laws, be under the supervision of an Executive Committee which shall consist of three elected voting members in addition to the officers of the post and all past post commanders. This post, by its By-Laws, may provide for such other standing committees as the business of the organization may require.

Section 3. All officers and the three executive committee members shall be elected annually in the month of April and they shall hold office until their successors are duly installed or as otherwise provided in by the By-Laws. The Executive Committee, a two-thirds vote of said committee being necessary to effect such removal, may remove any officer or committee person for inefficiency.

Section 4. The appointed officers of the post shall be appointed by the Commander and confirmed by the Executive Committee and hold such offices at the pleasure of the Commander.

Section 5.  With the exception of the office of the Commander, vacancies in the Executive Committee, or any other office of the post from any cause other than the expiration of the term, shall be filled by an appointment of the commander and confirmed by a majority vote of the remaining members of the committee, and a person so appointed shall hold office for the unexpired term of the committee or officer whom he succeeds.  A vacancy shall exist when a member or officer resigns, departs the area or is absent from his post for a continuous period considered detrimental to the interest of the post by the Executive Committee.

ARTICLE VII - FINANCE

Section 1 The revenue of this Post shall be derived from annual membership dues and from such other sources as may be approved by the post Executive Committee.

Section 8. The duties of officers and the executive committeepersons shall be those usually appertaining to such officers or committeemen and as further provided in the By-Laws.

Section 7.  Only active members of the post in good standing shall be entitled to hold an elected or appointed office.

Section 6. A quorum for the annual meeting shall be as prescribed in the By-Laws. Absentee or proxy voting shall not be allowed at any annual, regular or special meeting of the post or Executive Committee.

Section 2. The amount of annual membership dues shall be as prescribed in the By-Laws.

Section 3. The Post shall pay to the Department Headquarters the national and departmental annual –membership dues for every member of the Post.

Section 4. The Post shall, each year, file proper returns with the U.S. Internal Revenue Service.

ARTICLE VIII- CHARTER MEMBERS

Section 1. Members who joined this post prior to issuance of the temporary charter shall be known as Charter Members.

ARTICLE IX - AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY

Section 1. This Post recognizes an auxiliary organization to be known as The Auxiliary Unit of Riley Leroy Pitts, Post Number GR07, The American Legion.

ARTICLE X - SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION

Section 1. This Post recognizes an auxiliary organization to be known as The Sons of The American Legion (SAL) Squadron of Riley Leroy Pitts, Post Number GR07, The American Legion.

ARTICLE XI - DISSOLUTION

Section 1. Upon cancellation or revocation of the Post Charter, the Department Executive Committee is authorized and empowered, by and through its duly authorized agents, to take possession, custody, and control of all records, property and assets of the post and to take all necessary and proper steps and proceedings to wind up and close the affairs of the post.  Assets will be distributed throughout other posts within the Department.   Any assets remaining not distributed 

To other posts will be disposed of as excess material to the community, via the SORT center.

Section 2. Dissolution of the post as a private organization under the auspices of the Commander, 293rd BSB may be accomplished by majority vote of the general membership present at a regular or special general membership meeting or by order of the approving authority. Should the post also dissolve as a post under the auspices of the Departmental and National Headquarters, the provisions of Section I of the article apply.

ARTICLE XII - AMENDMENTS

Section 1. This constitution is adopted subject to the provision of the National Constitution of The American Legion and of the Department Constitution of the Department of France, The American Legion. Any amendment to said National Constitution or Department Constitution, which is in conflict with any provisions hereof, should be regarded as automatically repealing or modifying the provisions of this Constitution to the extent of such conflict.

Section 2. The General Membership approves amendments to this constitution and the amended constitution will be submitted to the Departments of France and the 293rd BSB for records filing. This constitution may be amended at any regular post meeting by vote of two-thirds of the members of said post attending such regular meeting, providing that the proposed amendment shall have been submitted in writing and read at the next preceding regular meeting of said post, and providing, further, that written notice shall have been given to all members at least ten days in advance of the date when such amendment is to be voted upon, notifying said members that at such meeting, a proposal to approve the amendment/s to the Constitution is to be voted upon.  

Approved by Majority vote on 02 February 2004

Attest:

Adjutant                                                                                     Commander

Riley Leroy Pitts Post GRO7
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