The American Legion

Department of France

Riley Leroy Pitts 

Post GR07

Minutes from the Monthly General Membership Meeting:  09 Nov 04

Opening Ceremonies: Commander Martens opened the meeting at 1912 hrs.  The meeting was rescheduled from 02 Nov 04 since the gate to the post home was locked.  There was a post access issue with the building occupants and the NSC. The issue has been cleared and the BSB has since authorized our use of the building.

Roll Call of Officers: There were 7 officers and 1 member present.  There was no quorum per the By-laws but 2/3 of the membership voted to have the meeting.  Comrade Kane, seconded by Comrade Ducharme made motion to continue the meeting. Voted and approved.

Reading of the Minutes for Previous Meeting:  Minutes presented for the 05 Oct 04 meeting. Comrade Kane made the motion for approval with Comrade Odom seconding.  Voted and Approved.  

Reading of the Finance Report:  The finance report was presented.  Comrade Odom made the motion for approval with Comrade Kane seconding.  Voted and Approved.

Introduction of Prospective Members:  None

Committee Reports:  

Americanism:  No Report.  

Children & Youth:  Comrade Cantu reported that he gave out the Halloween candies and continues to provide his twice a week visit to the Mannheim Elementary School helping out the 2nd graders under Ms. Williams.  

Membership:  Comrade Odom reported there the renewals are coming along.  Some renewals are pending transmittals.  Planning for the Early Bird dinner continues. There was a discussion on conducting a membership drive in December.

Service Officer:  No report.  Position remains vacant.  

Graves Registration:  No report.

Public Relations:  No change.  Comrade Ducharme has established the A/L GR07 post web site and needs input from the members for possible posting to the site. The web site address is: gr07@tripod.com and the email address is postgr07@yahoo.com.

House and Entertainment:  No report.

Auxiliary:  Comrade Odom reported that he has received a check from Comrade O’neill and stated that there was a lady from Coleman Barracks who may be interested in the Auxiliary.

Sons of the Legion (SAL):  Comrade Odom stated that there may be two prospective potential members fro the SAL.

Quartermaster:  The backfisch pins purchased by Comrade Daniels were reimbursed. 

Scouting:   Received email from Troop Pack 137 asking fro assistance and point of contact.  Vice CDR Kane will conduct a follow-up.

Balloting on Applications:  Comrade Erskine, Leo has been balloted and voted on as a new member. Comrade Odom made a motion, seconded by Comrade Ducharme to vote him in as a new member. 

Sick Call Relief and Employment:  Comrade John Lofton was reported to have passed away n October. His funeral was attended by Comrades Daniel, Harris and Beasley

Initiation of Candidates:  Comrade Erskine was initiated as a new member.

Unfinished Business: 
1. Fund Raising.   Our post will be providing the guard services for the Mannheim Bazaar from 10 – 13 Nov 04. The post will earn$520.00 for the whole event.  Volunteers have been identified to conduct this fundraiser.  They are Comrades Odom, Ducharme, Cantu, Ginete, and Jaffa.

2. Boys Scouts – Comrade Erskine has volunteered to be the new Boys Scout liaison.

3. Fisher’s House – The allocated  $100 check for the Fisher House in Landstuhl has been released. 

4. Sid Weber gravesite – CDR Martens reported that the BSB couldn’t apply for his gravesite marker. A form has to be signed and we need his social security number and a copy of his DD214. 

5. Don Jaffa PUFL – still pending on his 100% PUFL to be paid for by the post. Action was approved.

6. 23 Oct 04 DEC After Action Report.  Comrades Cantu, Ducharme and CDR Martens attended the event.  The department has donated $2,000.00 to the Fisher house. The legion correspondence course is available for officers. The Flag amendment was discussed with calls to contact the local congressmen were encouraged.  The quarterly A/L Children and Youth report is due.  Need addresses for the PUFL for the posts to be turned-in to the department.   The biggest issue was the bid for the China American Legion post with 1800 members to join the Department of France.  

Correspondence:  

1. USO NECKAR Update 

2. Native American Heritage Month Flyer

3. Bonding fee notice and receipt of payment. 

4. 293rd BSB Veteran’s Day Planning Memo 

New Business:  Comrade Ginete was given checks for the following approved actions;

1.  $100 (Veteran’s Day wreath). This is a recurring post expense. 

2. $75.00 (Thanksgiving candy, motion by Comrade Cantu, seconded by Comrade Odom). POC is Comrade Cantu.

3.  $75.00(for the 10 Nov 04 Community Retirement Ceremony, motion by Comrade Ginete, seconded by Comrade Ducharme). POC is Comrade Ginete

4. $45.00 (reimbursement for the Historian for films, motion by Comrade Ducharme, seconded by Comrade Cantu). 

5. $100. (Reimbursement for the Christmas Angel Tree program, motion by Comrade Odom, seconded by Comrade Ducharme). POC is CDR Martens. 

6. $100 (for the post donation to the Fisher house, earlier approved. POC is Comrade Cantu.

Good of the Legion:  

Closing Ceremonies: Commander Martens adjourned the meeting at 2050 hrs.  A Department Executive meeting is TBD. 

Minutes prepared by:  Rey Ginete
                     Reviewed by:  Travis Martens



                                       Adjutant, AL GR07

                 Commander, AL GR07

